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STACKING LIGHTS

Afteravaried career, including time spent as a molecular biologist and a champion in
international motor racing, London-based designer Paola Petrobelli settled into glass
making in the 1990s. Working with the same Murano glassmaker since the beginning,
Petrobelli has developed a portfolio characterised by strict formal qualities that accentuate
the architectural nature of her colourful glassware. “Glass is a beautiful material that lends
itselfto organic shapesand lots of colour,” says Petrobelli, “I try to restrain myself so the
shape can be more interesting, more disciplined.” Her new body of work, titled 24’, follows
anarchitectural agenda, using Meccano - the modular construction system - as its
inspiration. Moulded geometric forms were rigorously conceived to stack one above each
other. And just like the Meccano bricks, each layer of the stacked glass lamp - be it a floor
based or ceiling pendant lamp - can be reordered and swapped to create innumerable
different forms and colourways. [ Text: PD]

Paola Petrobelli paolapetrobelli.com
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