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HARPER'S BAZAAR

==l l~llp s INTERIORS MAKES
yomoppoorn e L1BBY ART WITH JENS PRAET
rteteiee gl e - SELLERS .

%y HBI: As vyour first time
* exhibiting in the region, what
was your impression?
JP: My impressions were very
positive - mostly because the
visitorswereextremelyinterested
and most of all well informed
(something | really did not
- expect)-thecrazinessofDubai'’s
new world in contrast with the
more down to earth areas is
Watching the 2008 something | liked the most - |
interactukitins lovecontrasts,andclearlythere
piece at Perimeter are plenty in Dubai.
ArteCl HBI:Tell us about the piece you
created.

”|t was exciting to be pa rt Ofa fair JP:The concept started from me questioning the enormous paper

waste generated on a daily basis in offices. As a reaction to this,

that is still in its geneSiS. | think it Shreddedfindsanotheruseforit, turningthisabstractconceptintoa

. . reality.Non-usefuldocumentsandleftovermagazinesaretransformed
was the most trUIy international into valuable and useful objects. To this end, the confetti from
. ” shreddedpaperandresinaremixedintoamould,allowingittoharden
fair | have ever been a Pa rt of tobecomearigidobject.Thepaper-resincompositeboastsafirmness
similartowoodandhasauniqueappearance.Paperwastereturnsto
— CRAIG APPLEBAUM our living or working area asqfuncfiznal furniturz, bringing to mind
just what little thought we give to our general use of paper.
HBI: What was the response to your work at DDD?
JP:Theresponsetowasincredible! Atfirst people thought the white
sidetablewasmadeoutofmarble, butassoonastheygaveitacloser
look almost every single visitor understood the conceptright away
withoutany needforexplanation.The Harper's Bazaar Interiors side
tablelooksmorelikegranite,butyoucanstillclearlyseesomepartsof
the magazine, which makes it very interesting. What struck me the
most is that there were none of the usual remarks like‘oh | could do
this myself/Remarks I've heard over and over again at other shows.
People in Dubai just understood the message without hesitation!
HBI: Canyoutelluswhat, if anything, surprised you the most at the show?
JP:Irealizedthatthevisitorshadrespectforthepieces,whichlet'sface
itare more art pieces then products - and handled every piece with
care,whichisnotalwaysthe caseatothervenues.And DDDisclearly
morediversebecauseofitsmixtureofgalleriesfromthefivecontinents
- this makes it even more intriguing.
HBI: Where is the piece destined to end up - do you know yet?
JP:Thedestinationisnot 100%agreed, butlwillunveil this together

: LIBBY SELLERS GALLERY

As my first trip to Dubai, | arrived with an open
mind and was eager to take it all in. I've learned
not to pay too much attention to cultural
stereotypes so was keen to watch and learn
which items caught the visitors’ attention. | was
thrilled to be part of a fair that places so much
emphasis on contemporary works but wonder if
the historical context might be needed to help
develop an understanding of collectible design.
It was encouraging to see galleries from every
corner of the globe represented. This is
important in encouraging a market and helping
to support the galleries as it proves that
collectible design is a global phenomena.

So many pieces

" fascinated first-time

Editor, Rue Kothari, leads the visitors

panel on Future Classics
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It was my first time in Dubai; | had a fantastic

We take a |ook at the amazing Second experience and was most impressed by the fair

programming, with live design performances and

ed|t|on Of DESlGN DAYS DUBAI, and an hands-on workshops for visitors. No other fair

does that and it made the experience more
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R 20TH CENTURY GALLERY

At each fair we attend, we are exposed to a
unique group of visitors. Some fairs offer a more
dynamic audience than others and in this case
we were pleased with the response. The location
of the fair is stunning, it is a thrill to be right next
to one of the most amazing buildings in the
world. We have not yet made a decision for next
year, we try to rotate our participation in
international fairs. But, it would be great to

artiStiC endeavour that ta keS Harper’s memorable for visitors. continue to exhibit a selection of works by with Industry Gallery when it is a done deal - what | can mention
. . . It was exciting to be part of a fair that is still in designers we have championed since the alreadyisthatalotofpeoplewillbeabletocomeandseethesidetable.
Bazaar |nterlorS into the h|St0ry bOOkS its genesis and bringing world-class design to gallery’s beginning, as well as some of the | can’t say more at the moment I'm afraid - but stay tuned!®

Dubai and the entire region. | think it was the
most truly international fair | have ever been part
of, with galleries from the Middle East, Africa,
Europe and North and South America. That
his year’s Design Days Dubai broke the boundaries, made it all the more exciting as an exhibitor,
exceededexpectationsandintroducedawaveofnew .
collectorsto the world of design-art. Harper’s Bazaar ]
Interiors played an intrinsic role again this year, with
editorRueKotharileadingpaneldiscussionsondesign
and the future classic. Our involvement redefined the nature of our
involvementwiththeDDD, inthemostvisceraland enduringfashion,
by becoming a piece of design-art in itself. AlImost 100 copies of our
Future Classicsissue featuring Tory Burch was shredded to make Jens
Praet’stableaspartofaliveinstallationatthe event.The future of that
table, not confirmed at the time of print, is destined for somewhere
ratherspecial. Wewillkeepyou postedonhowandwhereyoucanfind
the real thing. In the meantime, we collated comments from our
favouriteexhibitorsandimagesthat capturethespiritof whatturned
outtobeatrulymomentousevent. &

younger generation of designers we work with.
- For more information or to commission, go to jenspraet.com
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Jens Praet (far
right) supervises
the stages of
production
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