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Simon Heijdens (Dutch, born 1978)
Lightweeds wall installation 2006
Self-developed software, dimensions variable

As we spend most of the day in fixed spaces with regulated
climates and artificial lighting, nature is becoming more and
more scarce in our daily lives. Simon Heijdens’s Lightweeds is a
“living digital organism” that “grows” onto the walls and floors
of an indoor space, restoring a natural cycle. The projected
silhouettes of uniquely generated plant families grow, move,
and behave according to current weather conditions and

the way the space is used. Each plant is made of hundreds of
parts, each with its own sensitivity and elasticity and individ-
ually connected to a live sensor outdoors that measures
variables such as rainfall and sunshine. All parts together
create a continuously evolving wallpaper that changes through-
out the day and the seasons. The plants also trace the path
of human traffic; they slightly bend and lose their seeds when
someone passes, pollinating nearby walls in the direction of
the movement and the breeze it generates. Over time, the
proliferation of flora reveals how the space has been used,
keeping track of our everyday activities and biorhythms.




