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JUST AS WE'RE GETTING USED TO

HELLA, MARCEL, RICHARD AND JURGEN,

DROOG DISCOVERS ANOTHER FOUR

DUTCH TALENTS READY TO SHAKE UP

THE DESIGN WORLD. COUP, NEW

g ‘The New Dutch Designers exhibition spotlights what's happening in the Netherlands. In GENERAT'ON' NEW DAWN? FRAME
BT S hotions o & e St B e e T L e o) SPOKE TO WIEKI SOMERS, CHRIS KABEL,

B (R LRI as tr i I work ot sttt e W 5 o v s ~ JORIS LAARMAN AND SIMON HEIJDENS.

different way than their predecessors did. One important similarity linking these four to
% decorate. A good example is Joris Laarman’s radiator Heatwave. Then agoin, members of
the older generation have also been into decoration to an increasing degree in recent years.
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J This trend may have more to do with the spirit of the times than with o specific generation,

Another thing that typifies the younger generation of designers is how level-headed and
& | practical they are. Even though they're all conceptual thinkers, they don’t consider the
OO oi|$<

concept to be the only vital facet of their designs. If, on occasion, one of their designs
> remains a prototype or becomes a museum piece, fine - but this doesn’t seem to be the
primary objective. Compared with earlier generations, on this subject they've made
® themseives clearer. They've seen that in the case of their forerunners, too many good things

CURATOR AND DROOG DESIGN DIRECTOR
RENNY RAMAKERS ON NEW DUTCH DESIGNERS

d media attention at a young age, long before they've built up a substantial oeuvre. Critics
have praised Joris Laarman to the skies, yet he still has to prove himself over the course of
time. The previous generation - designers like Marcel Wanders and Hella Jongerius -
worked freely, on their own, for a much longer time before gradually drawing media
attention and having clients knock at the door. Working for clients doesn’t imply the end of
freedom, however. It's just another kind of freedom. A designer can develop an initial idea
in an entirely different way than the client may have had in mind. Chris Kabel, for example,
' is good at working on commission. Such projects lend direction to his work. Kabel seems to
like looking for solutions, whereas Joris Loarman is so full of ideas that he may be more
inclined to first decide whether or not a specific project fits in with his ideas. Simon Heijdens’
work, on the other hand, is of an entirely different nature. It has the same poetic value that
characterizes the work of Jurgen Bey. In that respect, the two generations correspond. In
general, you can say that the younger designers are level-headed and practical and that
they don’t feel like artists, although artistic freedom is something they thoroughly enjoy.’
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‘THIS GENERATION
IS LEVEL-HEADED
AND PRACTICAL.
RENNY RAMAKERS

:
{

never made it anywhere. Another major difference is that these people are getting a lot of
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