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Design

'8 Chairs' by Clarke & Reilly at Gallery Libby Sellers, London
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The current exhibition at London’s Gallery Libby Sellers showcases B period chairs that 01 of 0B « Start Slideshow W
have undergone a dramatic transformation at the hands of bespoke furniture dug Clarke &
Reilly. Courfasy Gallery Libby Sellers and Clarke & Reilly Photography: Ed Reeve



By Ellan Himeffarb

s the dastiny of mast furnilure dasigners
ta craft an icanic chair — something that will
b kmawen by its own propes nama for
decadas. Far David Grocotl and Bridged
Chayer — an anfigue furniture experd and
fashion designer respectively — that purswit
has laken an unusual direction. Their
iconic chair ‘mament’ comprises injecting
parsonality back inlo a collection of
neglected cast-affs.

The bespoke furniture designers, who call
themsalves Clarke & Reilly after thair
mothers” maiden namas, sourced eight
vintage chairs spanning three centuries of
design, from Queen Annea ko mid
20th-century: an English nursing chair, a
19th-century factory model, and 5o on.
Crer five yaars the duo livad with the
chairs, ra-covaring tham with pariod silks
and coltons thay balisved spake o the
charader af @ach chair.

Then, in a bit of design thealre, thay pul
the retashioned chairs throwgh the wringer.
They strandad tham on a rooftep in Soulh
London throughout one harsh February.
And, when they sojournad in Califarnia,
they left the chairs 1o dry in the parched
Joshua Tree Malional Park.

The chairs relurned in varous ELEIQEE af
decay. One sad antique slipper chair came
back with its silk nearly dissolved. The pair
EFIHI‘I[ anather few months raaﬁ-l:;hing
frayed bits into the guts of chairs,
themselves things of distinguished beauty.

‘The idea was really seeded when David
and Bridgel were in Antwerp and passed
through a children’s playground,' says
Libby Sallars, who salected the & Chairs
for an exhibition at her Landen gallary.
‘They saw thesa plastic chairs silting in
circle, unatlended. It was like a meating, all
of thesea chairs broughil together and ledt 1o
the exlrame conditions 1o develop their
own personalities.’

The homage of eight appear on plinths at
Gallery Libby Sellers, alongside videa and
piodo ravelogues of their jourmey. They
are mummified in tatters of fabric, yat
Sellers canfirms thay are all highly
fundlisnal. ‘The Ifsh chair, with lzailbar
straps added from an old industrial lathe, is
really very comforlable,” she says.

The dud added an alfaciony alemeant afler
meating pefumer Azzi Glasser al a
previous exhibiion. They inviled Glassar o
the studio afler the chairs weare unpacked
and asked har to recreate the dusty scenl
Glasser's signature fragrance will fill the
gallery anvironment and bring viewers
aven cleser bo the axdrame conditions
andurad by the chairs.
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B Chairs' rures al Gallery Libby Sellass until
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Website
witrw libbysellars.com
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Gallery Libby Sellars
41-42 Barners Skreal
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